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Student Application for DCPS Study Abroad 2017-2018
Students, welcome to the District of Columbia Public Schools' summer 2018 Study Abroad Application! 
We're so happy you're interested in learning about the world through travel! Please read this entire page. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Wednesday, November 15, 2017, 11:59 PM EST

Are You Eligible?

At this time, current middle (8th grade) and high school (11th grade) students enrolled in District of 
Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) can apply to participate in DCPS Study Abroad. Students in special 
education programs and in DCPS Opportunity Academies are also eligible to apply.  Students must be 
returning to DCPS in August following their trip with DCPS Study Abroad.  Not sure if you're eligible? 
Visit our website http://dcpsglobaled.org or contact study.abroad@dc.gov. 

Are You Committed?

All students who participate in DCPS Study Abroad must participate in pre-departure, during travel, and 
post-travel activities. Students who participate in the DCPS Study Abroad program must abide by the 
DCPS Study Abroad Student Code of Conduct and participate in their assigned trip itinerary in full. 

How to Apply:

We recommend that you download a copy of this application and complete a rough draft of your answers 
before submitting. Visit our website at: http://dcpsglobaled.org. 

You must have contact information for your parent(s)/guardian(s) and at least one emergency contact 
available in order to complete the application. If you have a passport, please have it available when you 
apply. If you do not have a passport yet, go ahead and complete this application, and fill out the name as 
written on your birth certificate. 

Be as detailed and accurate as possible to help us evaluate your application! You are allowed to ask 
others for help, but this application must be your own, original work. 

 * indicates a required field, so you must provide a response.

What Happens Next?

Once you have submitted your application, a DCPS Travel Ambassador will contact you regarding next 
steps in the application process, including your application status. You might be invited to an interview.

Questions? 

Please contact your school's Travel Ambassador. Not sure who that is? Contact study.abroad@dc.gov. 

* Required

Personal Information

1. First Name *
Please use your legal name, as it appears on your
passport or birth certificate

2. Middle Name
Please use your legal name or initial, exactly as it
appears on your passport or birth certificate.

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://dcpsglobaled.org&sa=D&ust=1508966726437000&usg=AFQjCNFDtj5cP9333pMvckzTUVO9yuAl7Q
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https://www.google.com/url?q=http://dcpsglobaled.org&sa=D&ust=1508966726437000&usg=AFQjCNFDtj5cP9333pMvckzTUVO9yuAl7Q
mailto:study.abroad@dc.gov


10/25/2017 Student Application for DCPS Study Abroad 2017-2018

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dNxSy_-jqlWXfMg2yg1IK4XYW-dh-VJveGeuYb_T7mM/edit 2/15

3. Last Name *
Please use your legal name, as it appears on your
passport or birth certificate.

4. Date of Birth *
This should match the date that appears on your passport or birth certificate.
 
Example: December 15, 2012

5. Gender *
Mark only one oval.

 Male

 Female

 Other: 

6. Mailing Address *
(Example: 1200 First Street NE Washington, DC 20002)
 

 

 

 

 

7. Student ID Number *

8. Your Phone Number *

9. Your Email Address *
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10. Your T-shirt Size *
Mark only one oval.

 XS

 S

 M

 L

 XL

 2XL

 3XL

 4XL

 Other: 
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11. What school do you currently attend? *
Only students currently enrolled in the District of Columbia Public Schools can participate in DCPS
Study Abroad.
Mark only one oval.

 Anacostia HS

 Ballou HS

 Ballou STAY Opportunity Academy

 Benjamin Banneker HS

 Brightwood EC

 Brookland MS

 Browne EC

 Capitol Hill Montessori School @ Logan

 Cardozo EC

 Columbia Heights EC (CHEC)

 Coolidge HS

 Deal MS

 Dunbar HS

 Eastern HS

 Eliot-Hine MS

 Duke Ellington School of the Arts

 H.D. Woodson HS

 Hardy MS

 Hart MS

 Jefferson Middle School Academy

 Johnson MS

 Kramer MS

 La-Salle Backus EC

 Leckie EC

 Luke C. Moore Opportunity Academy

 Kelly Miller MS

 MacFarland MS

 McKinley MS

 McKinley Technology HS

 Oyster-Adams Bilingual School (Adams)

 Phelps Architecture, Construction, and Engineering HS

 Raymond EC

 River Terrace EC

 Ron Brown HS

 Roosevelt HS

 Roosevelt STAY Opportunity Academy

 School Without Walls @ Francis-Stevens
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 School Without Walls HS

 Sousa MS

 Stuart-Hobson MS

 Takoma EC

 Truesdell EC

 Walker-Jones EC

 Washington Metropolitan Opportunity Academy

 West EC

 Wheatley EC

 Whittier EC

 Woodrow Wilson HS

12. Which grade are you in right now? *
Please choose the option that BEST describes you.
Mark only one oval.

 8th grade Skip to question 17.

 11th grade Skip to question 17.

 Certificate 3 (C3) Skip to question 15.

 I attend an Opportunity Academy Skip to question 13.

 Other: 

Opportunity Academies

13. Have you completed 9th grade? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

 N/A; I am currently in 8th grade

 Other: 

14. Have you completed (or are you currently enrolled in) the course called "Dangers of the
Mind"? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

 Other: 

Certificate 3 (C3)
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15. If you are in a Certificate 3 (C3) program, what accommodations will you need for your travel
experience? Please be as specific as possible. *
 

 

 

 

 

16. Do you have a dedicated aide at school? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

Wellness Information

17. Do you have any dietary restrictions or food allergies? This includes eating practices such as
vegetarianism, as well as food allergies. *
If you don't have any dietary restrictions or conditions, list N/A.
 

 

 

 

 

18. Do you have any health conditions or physical conditions we should know about? Please
include conditions such as allergies, asthma, chronic illness, physical conditions, etc. *
If you don't have any health conditions, list N/A.
 

 

 

 

 

19. Do you take any prescription medication, which you would need to take while traveling? *
The average trip length is 8-12 days. If you don't take any prescription medicine, list N/A.
 

 

 

 

 

Prior Travel Experience
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20. Do you have a passport that is valid until at least December 2017? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

21. What is your passport number?

22. What is your passport expiration date?

23. Given your country of citizenship, might you need other travel documents, in addition to your
passport, to travel internationally to destinations not requiring visas for US citizens? *
Examples: visa, Refugee Travel Document, etc.
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

 I'm not sure

24. Have you ever traveled outside of Washington, DC and the DMV-area? *
Have you traveled to somewhere besides DC, Maryland, and/or Virginia?
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No, not yet

25. Have you ever traveled outside of the United States of America? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No, not yet

26. Please select the statements that best describe your travel experience. *
Select as many as apply.
Check all that apply.

 I have traveled in the USA with my family/friends

 I have traveled in the USA with my school

 I have traveled to another country with my family/friends

 I have traveled to another country with my school

 I have lived in another country with my family

 N/A (I have not yet traveled outside of the DC, Maryland, VA area)

 Other: 
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27. Are you planning to participate in international travel through your school between August
2017 - July 2018? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

28. If yes, please tell us a bit about your school's upcoming trip.
Tell us when you'll be traveling and where you're going!
 

 

 

 

 

29. Please tell us more about your travel experience. *
Where have you traveled? With whom? For how long? What was the reason for your travel?
 

 

 

 

 

Trip Placement
DCPS Study Abroad tours involve language immersion, service learning, and/or cultural immersion. Each 
trip is designed to help you learn and strengthen different skills. The following questions will help us 
determine which type of trip might be best for you.

30. Which World Language(s) have you studied in school? *
Check all that apply.

 Spanish (includes Spanish for Heritage Speakers)

 French

 Mandarin Chinese

 Italian

 Latin

 Arabic

 American Sign Language

 English as a Second Language (ESL)

 I haven't studied a World Language

 Other: 
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31. Which is the highest-level World Language course you have taken or completed? *
Mark only one oval.

 Level 1 (includes Level 1A and Level 1B)

 Level 2

 Level 3

 Level 4

 Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP)

 Advanced Placement (AP)

 International Baccalaureate (IB)

 English as a Second Language (ESL)

 Spanish for Heritage Speakers 1

 Spanish for Heritage Speakers 2

 I'm a Certificate 3 (C3) student who has pursued World Language study

 I haven't taken a World Language course for credit

32. In which World Language(s), other than English, are you the most proficient? *
"Proficient" means you can speak well enough to carry on a basic conversation and you can
read/write well enough to get around (i.e. read a menu, write a basic email). In DCPS, this means
you're enrolled in a World Language course, or you may be a native or heritage speaker who learned
at home.
Check all that apply.

 Spanish

 French

 Mandarin Chinese

 Italian

 Arabic

 Latin

 American Sign Language

 I haven't studied a World Language.

 Other: 

33. How important is it that you use and improve your World Language skills while abroad? *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not Important to Me Extremely Important to Me
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34. How important is it that you volunteer or perform community service work while abroad? *
Please be advised that DCPS Study Abroad cannot guarantee approved community service hours for
students, including students who travel on service learning tours.
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not Important to Me Extremely Important to Me

35. How important is it that you connect with locals or engage with a community while abroad? *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not Important to Me Extremely Important to Me

36. Have you ever performed community service or engaged in volunteer work? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

37. If yes, please describe your volunteer/community service experience.
 

 

 

 

 

38. Can you swim? *
Swimming is not a requirement for DCPS Study Abroad.
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

39. Can you ride a bike? *
Bicycling is not a requirement for DCPS Study Abroad.
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No
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40. Which region are you MOST interested in visiting? *
Please remember that your World Language skills will factor into your trip assignment, if you are
selected for DCPS Study Abroad. If you've been studying French in school, therefore, it is unlikely
you will be placed on a language immersion trip to China because you won't be prepared.
Mark only one oval.

 Africa

 Asia

 Europe

 Latin America and the Caribbean

 Domestic travel in the USA only

 No preference!

Parent/Guardian Information
Please provide the contact information for at least one adult who bears primary legal responsibility for 
caring for you. 

First Parent/Guardian Information

This is the person we'll contact first, in case of emergency!

41. Parent/Guardian First Name *

42. Parent/Guardian Last Name *
This is the person we will contact first in cast of
emergency!

43. Parent/Guardian Phone Number *
Please give us the best phone number for
reaching this person.

44. Parent/Guardian Address *
(Example: 1200 First Street NE Washington, DC 20002)
 

 

 

 

 

45. Parent/Guardian Email Address *
If your parent/guardian does not have an email
address, write "N/A"
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46. Parent/Guardian's Relationship to you? *
(i.e. mother, grandfather, legal guardian, etc.)

47. What is this person's preferred language? *
Mark only one oval.

 English

 Spanish

 Amharic

 French

 Vietnamese

 Mandarin Chinese

 Other: 

48. I have talked about DCPS Study Abroad with this person. *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No, not yet

Second Parent/Guardian Information (optional)

This is the person we'll contact next, in case of emergency!

49. Parent/Guardian First Name

50. Parent/Guardian Last Name

51. Parent/Guardian's Phone Number

52. Parent/Guardian's Address
(Example: 1200 First Street NE Washington, DC 20002)
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53. Parent/Guardian's Email Address
If your parent/guardian does not have an email
address, write "N/A"

54. Parent/Guardian's Relationship to you?
(i.e. mother, grandfather, legal guardian, etc.)

55. What is this person's preferred language?
Mark only one oval.

 English

 Spanish

 Amharic

 French

 Vietnamese

 Mandarin Chinese

 Other: 

56. I have talked about DCPS Study Abroad with this person.
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No, not yet

Personal Statements
Write your responses to three short-answer essay questions. 

57. Please explain why you want to participate in DCPS Study Abroad. What do you hope to
experience by traveling? What do you hope to learn from traveling? How do your travel goals
align to your interests and/or your goals for the future? *
We suggest you write between 200 - 300 words, but there is not a length requirement.
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58. Describe your approach to challenges in general. Give an example of a time when you faced a
difficult challenge or obstacle. Then, explain in detail how you handled that situation. *
We suggest you write between 200 - 300 words, but there is not a length requirement.
 

 

 

 

 

59. Participating in DCPS Study Abroad is a serious commitment. Requirements include attending
meetings, completing paperwork, behaving respectfully toward others, and completing a
project. Students must participate in all program requirements before, during, and after travel.
Students may also be invited to participate in surveys and interviews about their experience.
Why do you think you are prepared for this level of commitment? Describe responsibilities
you might have at school, your job, community, and/or home. Explain in detail how those
responsibilities will prepare you for participating in DCPS Study Abroad. *
We suggest you write between 200 - 300 words, but there is not a length requirement.
 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation

Letter of Recommendation

Each DCPS Study Abroad student applicant must obtain a Letter of Recommendation from an adult who 
will serve as your Reference. This person should be a teacher or another adult who knows you well but is 
not related to you.  You will NOT upload this letter now.  However, you should be prepared to present the 
Letter of Recommendation if requested by a Travel Ambassador or a member of the DCPS Global 
Education team.

60. Recommender's First Name *

61. Recommender's Last Name *

62. Recommender's Email Address *

63. Recommender's Phone Number *
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Powered by

64. What is this person's relationship to you? *
(i.e. teacher, coach, boss/supervisor, religious
leader, etc.)
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